6.7 Closed Traverse

Closed Traverse

A closed traverse is a series of connected lines whose lengths and bearings are measured off
these lines (or sides), which enclose an area. A closed traverse can be used to show the shape
of the perimeter of a fire or burn area. If you were to pace continuously along the sides of a
closed traverse, the finishing point would be the same as the starting location.

Note in the following sketch how the traverse is followed clockwise. If the direction was followed
counterclockwise at any point, the bearing letters would change to their opposites but the
numbers would not, as shown in the first sketch (1) below. The second sketch (2) is a closed
traverse. Here, the series of lines completes a distance area, and the starting and ending points
are the same.
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6.7 Closed Traverse

Closed Traverse

Bearing  Mag® True”  Paces Distance (f0)
Point] N4PW 318 33250 27 137
Poin2  N7SW 285 29950 165 838
Point3  N3I°W  32° 34350 245 1244
Boitd NI®E 36 505 295 1498
Polts S6FE 115 1295 22 1117
Polit  SIPE 167 1815 525 2665
point7  §521° 201° 2155 1025 52
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