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RX-300 Unit 1: Policies and Guidelines 

Summary: 
This unit outlines the prominent policies and guidelines for prescribed fire planning. Successful plan 
writing involves an understanding and careful adherence to your agency's policies and guidelines. 

Incident Position Description (IPD) Alignment: 
• Prepare and/or ensure the prescribed fire plan is in accordance with the NWCG Standards for 

Prescribed Fire Planning and Implementation, PMS 484, agency policy and direction, and land, 
and resource management plan. 

• Ensure individual readiness by demonstrating understanding and adherence to all current agency 
– prescribed fire policies. 

Unit Objectives: 
• Describe the purpose of a prescribed fire plan. 
• Explain the processes involved in preparing the prescribed fire plan. 
• Recognize national and local policies and guidelines related to prescribed fire from an agency 

perspective. 
• Differentiate between the responsibilities of the prescribed fire plan preparer, technical reviewer, 

and agency administrator as they relate to fire plan preparation. 
• Identify the agency policies and local considerations that direct prescribed fire planning and 

implementation. 

Unit at a Glance: 
Topics Method Duration 

Plan and Policy Presentation 5 minutes 

Review policy documents Discussion 25 minutes 

Roles and Planning Process Presentation 20 minutes 

Total Unit Duration  50 Minutes 

Materials: 
• NWCG Standards for Prescribed Fire Planning and Implementation, PMS 484, 

https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/484, 
• Prescribed Fire Complexity Rating System Guide, PMS 424, 

https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/424, 
• Agency policy document – select documents based on the demographic of the students. 

o DOI DM Part 620 – Wildland Fire Response 
o FSM 5100 Chapter 5140 – Wildland Fire Management 

https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/484
https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/424
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/chapter_4_wildfire_response.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/spf/tribalrelations/documents/bundledconsultation/FAMdirectives/FSM_5140_10_15_12_final_draft.pdf
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Time estimate – 30 seconds 
 
Outline 
 Allow students time to read standards on their own. Refrain from reading the standards verbatim 

off the slide. 
 Refer students to the incident position standards for direction for completing these duties and 

responsibilities. 
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Time estimate – 1 minute 
 
Outline 
 Allow students time to read objectives on their own. Refrain from reading the objectives 

verbatim off the slide. 
 Review the questions or have the students read them. 
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Time estimate – 2 minutes 
 
Outline 
 Review the inputs and outputs of policy. 
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Time estimate – 1 minute 
 
Outline 

• There have been key events that have lead policy updates such as: 
o 1988 fire season, Yellowstone 
o 1994 South Canyon Fire 
o 2000 Cerro Grande and fire season 
o 2004 Interagency Rx Fire Policy adopted 
o 2009 update to Update to Federal Fire Management Policy 
o 2014 Cohesive Strategy finalized 
o 2022 Hermit's Peak/Calf Canyon 
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Time estimate – 2 minutes 
 
Outline 

• All of these refer to fuels in some capacity, interagency collaboration and partnerships, 
protection of communities, restoration, ecosystem sustainability, planning, science, roles, and 
responsibilities, and contracting and agreements. 

• Focus will be on the Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Operations, Redbook, and 
the NWCG Standards for Prescribed Fire Planning and Implementation, PMS 484, 
https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/484, and Prescribed Fire Complexity Rating System Guide, 
PMS 424, https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/424, as they tie into direct responsibilities and 
implementation. 

  

https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/484
https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/424
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Time estimate – 1 minute 
 
Outline 
 Inform students on the importance of being familiar with agencies policy and procedures. 
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Time estimate – 1 minute 
 
Outline 
 Additional documents to become familiar with depending on your agency. 
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Time estimate – 2 minutes 
 
Outline 
 Discuss additional policies and guidelines the students may encounter. 
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Time estimate – 10 minutes 
 
Directions to presenter 
 Update slide with recent events or policies that affect prescribed fire in your area. 

Outline 
 Review the recent events and policies and discuss how they will influence prescribed fire 

planning and implementation. 
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Time estimate – 30 seconds 
 
Outline 

• Policies are what you are held accountable for adhering to. You cannot win a game that you 
don’t know the rules for. 

• It is important to gain and maintain familiarity with policy documents. 
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Time estimate – 2 minutes 
 
Outline 
 Review the responsibilities. 
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Time estimate – 2 minutes 
 
Outline 
 Review the responsibilities. 
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Time estimate – 2 minutes 
 
Outline 
 Review the responsibilities. 
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Time estimate – 1 minutes 
 
Outline 
 Have students turn to the table of contents in the NWCG Standards for Prescribed Fire Planning 

and Implementation, PMS 484, https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/484. 
  

https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/484
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Time estimate – 2 minutes 
 
Outline 
 Review the slide 
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Time estimate – 10 minutes 
 
Outline 

• This is a recommended sequence. 

• In reality there is a lot of jumping around between these steps. 

• When signing NWCG Prescribe Fire Plan Template, PMS 484-1, 
https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/484-1 you are stating that you have ensured that the RX fire 
is being conducted in accordance with the approved RX plan and established standards and 
guidelines, the plan reflects the project’s National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) decision 
and necessary agreements are in place. 

Discuss 
 CADRE how do you develop your plans? 

  

https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/484-1
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Time estimate – 2 minutes 
 
Outline 
 Review the summary. 
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